
take quinin. Even the better class of canal employes, the
office force, have no such regimen. Each employe lives where
he wishes or must, eats what he can get and exposes Himself
unrestrainedly. We wish to avoid the want and waste of the
French, but not to fall into sinful economy, and to do justice
to unacclimated employes a plain, comfortable barracks should
be built on Ancon Hill or on the outskirts of Panama, where
they not only may but must live. Some accessory zest and
recreation such as clubs, gymnasiums and games should be
added to the daily life of the employes to stimulate them to
overcome the moral and physical enervation which has been
so dreaded in tropical districts. The sanitary department is
compelled to work under the old system of army contract sur¬

geons, which may be well enough in its place, but on the Isth¬
mus is not leading to the best results.

There were many excursions to various points of interest,
two of the most enjoyable being to the island of Taboga, about
eight miles across the bay, and to Culebra, where the practical
and most decisive work on the canal is now in progress.

Albert B. Hale.

Fifty Consecutive Cases of Pneumonia Without a Death.

Scotland, Pa., Feb. 2, 1905.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Ijust read with much interest the article

by W. J. Galbraith, M. D., in The Journal, January 28, page
291, also the article by the same writer in The Journal,
July 9, 1904, page 108. Dr. Galbraith has certainly been most
fortunate in his treatment of pneumonia by the heroic use of
sulphate of quinin, and he certainly deserves credit for the
fearless expression of his convictions. With the march which
this disease, "the captain of the men of death," is making
annually, it is of the greatest moment that any successful
manner of combating the power of the disease be recognized by
the profession. With such apparently fortunate results by
use of these large doses of sulphate of quinin that Dr. Gal-
braith reports, one naturally feels an honest desire to know
whether this method might be the sheet anchor of the disease,
or whether Dr. Galbraith was simply fortunate in the results.
I am convinced that many members of the profession would be
glad to rend the opinions or conclusions of others regarding
the probable success by this manner of using quinin in pneu-

John J. Coffman.

Queries and Minor Notes.
Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Queries for

this column must be accompanied by the writer's name and ad¬
dress, but the request of the writer not to publish his name will be
faithfully observed.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF NITROGLYCERIN.
Rockport, Ky., Jan. 24. 1905.

To the Editor:—Referring1 to your editorial Oct. 22, 1904, on this
subject, I find you state that von Noorden advises larger doses
"than has hitherto been thought warrantable," stating that "when
begun with small doses, as much as 1/6 gr., or even 1/5 gr. of.
nitroglycerin may be given in 24 hours." Please permit me to say,
that in April and May, 1897, I began giving a man with chronic
parenchymatous nephritis one drop of a 1 per cent, alcoholic solu¬
tion of nitroglycerin (1/100 gr.) three times a day. I increased the
dose as could be tolerated until more than 25 drops (1/4 gr.)—I do
not remember just how much more, but more I know—were given
three times a day (3/4 gr. a day). There were no bad effects at any
time. Improvement and complete recovery accompanied its use.

I wish to say, also, that I dared to give these doses because of
a case which I saw in Da Costa's clinic at Jefferson Medical College
Hospital in October, 1888. A note made when attending these
clinics reads : "Saw a young man on Oct. 20, 1888, who was taking
20 grains of pure nitroglycerin In 24 hours, for chronic paren¬
chymatous nephritis, with good results and no bad effects. (See
notes on clinics.)" This is no fiction. When the young man was

presented, Dr. Stewart, chief of the clinic, read, "He is now taking
3 grains of nitroglycerin four times a day." Prof. Da Costa, in¬
terrupting, said, "You mean five hundredths of a grain." Dr.
Stewart, blandly replied, "I mean five grains of the pure drug."
Prof. Da Costa grew interested. Smilingly he said, "Let's see him
take it." A dose of five grains was prepared in the presence of
all. A sphygmograph was applied, and the dose was administered.
Within less than three minutes the sphygmogTam began to change in
appearance. The effect, however, was not very great. The face

flushed and the patient said there was just a slight fullness of the
head. The records of Jefferson Hospital will corroborate me. And
here is von Noorden, in 1904, saying that nitroglycerln may be in¬
creased in dosage to even 1/5 grain in 24 hours.

J. D. JIaddox.
AxswEn.—In spite of the large amounts of nitroglycerln which

can be given to animals without fatal result, medical men gener¬
ally have been very cautious regarding its administration to human
beings. This wariness Is doubtless due to the fact that alarming
symptoms are sometimes produced by relatively small quantities of
the drug. A dose of 1/8 of a grain (2 1/2 gtt. of a 5 per cent,
solution) has been known to cause vertigo and collapse. The liter¬
ature Indicates that when a patient begins with very small doses
and gradually increases the amount, a marked degree of tolerance
may be developed. The large doses referred to by our correspondent
are truly remarkable, and would doubtless make even v. Noorden
shudder. Our advice would be to go very slowly always until the
tolerance In a given case has been made out. The main point to
which we desired to draw attention by our editorial was the un¬

certainty of dosage of nitroglycerln in tablet form and the de
slrabllity of prescribing It always in alcoholic solution.

ANTIQUATED TEACHING IN MEDICAL· COLLEGES.
A. B. C. writes that he can not agree with Dr. Leffmann's state

ment in The Journal of February 4, p. 405, "that few if any teach¬
ers at the end of twenty years can represent the existing state of
their science." A. B. C. says that men such as Osier, Welch, Hal
sted, Remsen and Kelly, of Johns Hopkins, and instructors, equally
as long or longer In practice, in such Institutions as
Harvard, Chicago, Columbia, Ann Arbor, Pennsylvania and
other universities, not only represent "existing" science, but
are compelled to do so or original research would not progress ;
In fact, that no teacher would be tolerated at the leading colleges
for more than a semester If he did not represent the "existing state"
of his science. A. B. C. says that the teacher to whom he re¬
ferred in his first letter teaches the physiology of years ago, and
apparently knows nothing of electrotonus, or rather never men¬
tions It In his lectures ; that he never speaks of the neuron doc¬
trine, or of regeneration of nerve fibers from the separated
peripheral endings ; that he attributes everything to "uric acid
diathesis," while such products of metabolism as leucln, tyrosin,
xanthin, nuclein, hypoxanthin, etc., appear to be mere words to
him ; that adenln and guanin are unknown ; that he never men¬
tions Flechslg's association centers in his lectures on cerebral
localizations ; that he seems unaware of the Importance of oxybutyrlc
acid in diabetes ; that he still teaches the old idea of leucocytes
producing the blood plaques ; that his lectures indicate that he
knows nothing of the internal ferment of the pancreas, or the
presence of cholin in the cerebrospinal fluid, or the derivation of
cholin from lecithin ; and that Foster's Physiology and Howell's
American text-books are apparently unknown to him except by
name. He adds : "If, as Dr. Leffmann says, the charge of being be¬
hind the times could be used to vacate most professional chairs,
why, then, I say, they should be vacated. Would any university
tolerate an 'antique' teaching the chemistry, physics or biology of
twenty years ago? Would any of our schools of pure science retain
the teacher who teaches such physiology as I have cited? Why,
then, are our medical schools so complacent and satisfied with
themselves?"

Marriages.
John  . Jamieson, M.D., Chicago, to Miss Ethel Gibson of

Waukesha, Wis., January 19.
Andrew C. Lawrence, M.D., Baltimore, to Miss Rosa Levin,

at Ellicott City, May 11, 1904.
Charles C. Britt, M.D., to Miss Esther Tracey, both of

Conshohocken, Pa., January 26.
Fremont C. Knight, M.D,. Waukegan, HI., to Mrs. Mary

Holman, at Chicago, January 25.
Ralph S. Mitchell, M.D., to Miss Mabel H. Lucas, both of

Eden Prairie, Minn., January 25.
Thomas S. Lippincott, M.D., Pottstown, Pa., to Miss Viola

White of Mount Holly, N. J., January 30.
Frank G. Carlson, M.D., Thornton, Iowa, to Miss Mary

Atwater of Iowa City, Iowa, February 1.
William Ford Ward, M.D., to Miss Winifred Belle Farring-

ton, both of Binghamton,  . Y., January 26.
Edwin Lincoln Goss, M.D., Carrington, N. D., to Miss Nellie

Delia Standish of Sanborn, N. D., January 15.
Francis W. Drew, M.D., Ethel, Mo., to Mrs. Lorena Lillian

Cross of St. Louis, at Macon, Mo., January 26.
Beverly Randolph Kennon, M.D., Norfolk, Va., to Miss

Ruth Alexander Ferebee, at Oxford, N. O, February 1.
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